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SUBJECT:   Santa Clara County Automated Fingerprint and CAL-ID System 
Updated Agreement and Authority to Pay 
 
REPORT IN BRIEF 
During the 1987/1988 budget process, Council approved an agreement with 
other cities in Santa Clara County to implement a local automated fingerprint 
identification system providing local law enforcement agencies with direct access 
to the California Identification System (Cal-ID), an automated system maintained 
by the California State Department of Justice for retaining fingerprint files and 
identifying latent fingerprints.  The facilitator of this agreement and direct service 
provider is the San Jose Police Department, using funds contributed by all 
county agencies.  The agreement is effective until such time that it is terminated 
by any participating parties. 
 
Staff is requesting that a new contact information sheet be added to our existing 
agreement, updating the contact name and information for our department and 
that Council authorize the City Manager to allow payment of the associated 
expenses for the duration of the agreement. 
 
BACKGROUND 
On January 1, 1986, Senate Bill (SB) 190 was passed and provided for 
implementation of automated systems and provided local agencies with direct 
access to the state's fingerprint files.  This bill appropriated $7,000,000 to the 
Department of Justice for the purchase of equipment and services to create the 
statewide system.  Also provided were procedures for local governments to receive 
equipment based on a sharing of costs with the state: the state paying 70% of the 
cost of the purchase of the equipment and all other costs for implementing local 
systems became the responsibility of local government. 
 
Based on the criteria set forth in SB 190, a local policy board was convened and 
ultimately developed and gained compliance from all of the cities in Santa Clara 
County for participation in the joint county automated system.  In October of 
2002 all interested parties entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
(Attachment A) outlining the service expectations and commitment for use of this 
system.  In April 2003, the first amendment to the MOU (Attachment B) was 
signed with Council approval. 
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EXISTING POLICY 
Policy 4.1.A.3 
Provide investigative services directed toward successful prosecution and 
conviction of criminal offenders. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The Department of Public Safety’s use of the CAL-ID system is crucial to the 
successful ability to identify criminals and solve crimes that occur within our 
jurisdiction and in surrounding areas, as it provides identifying information on 
people contacted by law enforcement statewide. 
 
As required by the original Senate Bill, the County and Cities are responsible for 
30% of the equipment costs and the operating and personnel costs associated 
with use of the system.  The MOU outlines our share of these expenses and the 
department provides for them in our operating budget every cycle.  As such, staff 
is requesting that Council authorize the City Manager to approve payment for the 
provided services for the duration of the agreement, or until such time that the 
budget will not support our participation and the city terminates the agreement. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
The program budget for CAL-ID for FY 06/07 is $2,649,464.  As agreed upon in 
the MOU, Sunnyvale’s percentage of contribution, based on population, is 7.56% 
or $119,321.  This amount has been budgeted in the Public Safety Operating 
Budget in Program 487, Activity 487280. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Authorization for staff to update our contact information and for the City 
Manager to approve payment of the current bill and all subsequent bills under 
the terms of this agreement, budget permitting, will provide for a more efficient 
and effective process. 
 
PUBLIC CONTACT 
Public contact was made through posting of the Council Agenda on the city's 
official notice bulletin board, posting of the agenda and report on the city's web 
page, publication of the Council agenda in the San Jose Mercury News, and the 
availability of the report in the Library and the City Clerk's Office. 
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ALTERNATIVES 

1. Council allows staff to add a new contact information sheet to our 
existing agreement, updating the contact name and information for our 
department and authorizes the City Manager to allow payment of the 
associated expenses for FY 2006/2007 and all subsequent expenses 
under the terms of this agreement, Council approved budget permitting.  

 
2. Council does not allow staff to add the new contact information sheet to 

the existing agreement and does not authorize the City Manager to allow 
payment for the current year of service and subsequent years of the 
agreement.  

  
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends Alternative #1. 
 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
      
Don Johnson, Director, Public Safety 
Prepared by: Heather Tannehill, Manager 
 
Reviewed by: 
 
 
      
Mary Bradley, Director, Finance 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
Amy Chan 
City Manager 
 
Attachments 

A. Original MOU for CAL-ID 
B. First Amendment to the MOU for CAL-ID 
C. Updated Contact information Sheet for CAL-ID MOU  

 
 
















































